Message

From:
Sent:
To:

CcC:
Subject:

Stepp, Cathy [stepp.cathy@epa.gov]

11/7/2018 11:59:11 PM

Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]

Woods, Clint [woods.clint@epa.gov]; Kelley, leff [kelley.jeff@epa.gov]; Thiede, Kurt [thiede.kurt@epa.gov]
Re: DURBIN CALLS FOR INVESTIGATION INTC TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’S DELAY OF NOTIFYING LAKE COUNTY
RESIDENTS ABOUT CANCER-CAUSING POLLUTION

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

Sent fro

On Nov

m my iPhone

7, 2018, at 12:38 PM, Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov> wrote:

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

From: Hawthorne, Michael [mailto:mhawthorne @chicagotribune.com]

Sent: Wednesday, November 7, 2018 1:32 PM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>

Subject: Fwd: DURBIN CALLS FOR INVESTIGATION INTO TRUMP ADMINISTRATION'S DELAY OF
NOTIFYING LAKE COUNTY RESIDENTS ABOUT CANCER-CAUSING POLLUTION

John,

This situation is different than Sterigenics in DuPage County, which you referred to in a news release last
week. Why hasn’t EPA done anything to inform communities in Lake County about cancer risks from
ethylene oxide? More than twice as many people could be exposed in Lake.

Michael

Michael Hawthorne

Environment and Public Health Reporter
Chicago Tribune

Desk: (312) 222-3315

Mobile: (312) 731-3639
mhawthorne@chicagotribune.com
@scribeguy

Begin forwarded message:

From: "LaPaille, Joe (Durbin)" <Jce LaPaille@durbin.senate.gov>

Subject: DURBIN CALLS FOR INVESTIGATION INTO TRUMP
ADMINISTRATION’S DELAY OF NOTIFYING LAKE COUNTY RESIDENTS
ABOUT CANCER-CAUSING POLLUTION

Date: November 7, 2018 at 11:52:04 AM CST

To: "LaPaille, Joe (Durbin)" <Joe LaPaille@durbin.senate.qov>

ED_002192D_00106581-00001



For Immediate Release
November 7, 2018
Contact: Emily Hampsten
(202) 228-5643

DURBIN CALLS FOR INVESTIGATION INTO
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’S DELAY OF
NOTIFYING LAKE COUNTY RESIDENTS ABOUT
CANCER-CAUSING POLLUTION

CHICAGO - U.S. Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) today, in a letter to the Office of the
Inspector General (OIG) of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
called for an investigation into whether EPA followed proper protocols when
critical health information about cancer-causing ethylene oxide (EtO) emissions at
Medline Industries, Inc. and Vantage Specialty Chemicals, Inc. was withheld from
Lake County, Illinois residents. Last week, the Chicago Tribune published
causing emissions, yet the Trump Administration, along with Governor Rauner’s
Administration, delayed giving this pertinent information to lllinoisans and still
have not properly tested air quality in the area.

“After the findings of the 2016 Integrated Risk Information System report that
indicated ethylene oxide (EtO) is much more carcinogenic at lower
concentrations than previously thought, EPA acknowledged the increased
risks but did not inform residents in DuPage and Lake counties of facilities
pear them that use and emit EtO and how those emission could cause long-
term health concerns,” Durbin wrote. “Withholding this vital public health
information from the communities with potentially high EtO exposure is
unacceptable. The residents need reassurance that the EPA has their best
interests in mind and is taking the proper steps to ensure the air they breathe
is clean.”

Last week, Durbin, along with Senator Tammy Duckworth (D-IL) and Rep. Brad
Schneider  (D-IL-10), pressedthe EPA to  perform  an  in-depth
investigation into EtO emissions at Medline Industries, Inc. and Vantage Specialty
Chemicals, Inc. In addition, the members urged EPA to publish a timeline for when
it will revise the current Clean Air Act (CAA) EtO standards to limit future
emission to a level deemed safe by the 2016 Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry and 2014 National Air Toxics Assessment (NATA)
reports. These recent reports have shown that the existing standards need to be
lowered to protect public health in communities across the county.

Additionally, Durbin, Duckworth, and Rep. Bill Foster (D-IL-11)
have reguested the EPA OIG to investigate if EPA complied with all statutory,
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regulatory, and policy requirements and protocols when it intentionally withheld
critical health information from the public about carcinogenic air pollution from the
Sterigenics facility in DuPage County, Illinois.

Durbin and Duckworth are set to meet with Andrew Wheeler, EPA Acting
Administrator, in Washington, D.C., on Wednesday, November 14.

Full text of the letter is available here and below:

The Honorable Charles Sheehan
Acting Inspector General

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Acting Inspector General Sheehan,

We/l write to follow up on a request from November 1 and ask the Office
of the Inspector General of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to
investigate if statutory authority and proper protocols were followed when critical
health information about carcinogenic ethylene oxide pollution from two
additional facilities—Medline Industries, Inc. in Waukegan and Vantage
Specialty Chemicals, Inc. in Gurnee—was intentionally withheld from residents
in Lake County, Illinois.

After the findings of the 2016 Integrated Risk Information System report
that indicated ethylene oxide (EtO) is much more carcinogenic at lower
concentrations than previously thought, EPA acknowledged the increased risks
but did not inform residents in DuPage and Lake counties of facilities near them
that use and emit EtO and how those emission could cause long-term health
concerns. This news is especially concerning as Vantage Specialty Chemicals has
not reported its most recent EtO emissions, as it 1s required to do, and previous
reports show that Vantage released more EtO than both Sterigenics and Medline.

Withholding this vital public health information from the communities
with potentially high EtO exposure is unacceptable. The residents need
reassurance that the EPA has their best interests in mind and is taking the proper
steps to ensure the air they breathe is clean.

For this reason, I ask you expand the scope of my previously requested

investigation to include the facilities in Lake County. I/We look forward to your
prompt response.

Sincerely,

-30-
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